CHAPTER IV
RE NAN returned to France in the autumn of r861, but his fever, which in its earlier stages seems to have been managed very strangely, remained long with him, and when I saw him in the month of February 1862 he was still suffering from it. Probably, indeed, it laid the foundation of the maladies to which he eventually succumbed, and which to any man who had not his burning desire to accomplish his work, coupled with an angelic temper, would have made his later years intolerable. It was on that occasion he first told me that he was going to write Les Origines du Christianisme, and that he had finished the first volume on the life of Christ. He was then living in the Rue de Madame.
Towards the end of the month of February